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                                                            Living Rivers Council

1325 Imola Ave. PMB 614

Napa, California, 94558

(707) 255-7434

(707) 259-1097 fax

www.livingriverscouncil.org
MISSION STATEMENT: The Living Rivers Council was established to protect, restore, defend and preserve watersheds in natural harmony with the people and wildlife that depend on healthy water for economic vitality, recreational enjoyment and ecological sustainability.  We will pursue these goals through education, research, consensus building, and advocacy.

Press Release

March 28, 2006
Living Rivers Council, (LRC), filed substantive comments objecting to the City of Napa’s Mitigated Negative Declaration for their project, Use of Copper Sulfate to Control Aquatic Weeds at the Milliken Diversion Dam and Lake Hennessey for these reasons:
(1)  "Copper sulfate is a pesticide that is toxic, especially to fish. The City wants an exemption from the legal protections provided by Federal laws and regulations afforded by the Clean Water Act to protect our ‘drinking water. 

(2) "There are non-toxic alternatives (discussed in our comments) that the City should investigate before applying for a legal exemption to add more toxins to the reservoirs.  LRC is requesting to work with the City to find an environmentally benign solution to the taste and odor problems caused by algae in the reservoirs."
(3)  "Treating the water does not solve the cause of the problem.  The algae blooms are produced by excessive nutrient loading in the reservoir caused by wholesale conversion of forest and chaparral into irrigated, fertilized vineyards.  The City should begin working with the County, SWRCB, CDF and other agencies that regulate land use changes in Napa County to reduce nutrient loading from upstream and these headwater reservoir sources.  Such a program would have the additional benefit of reducing increases in water runoff and sediment caused by vineyard conversions that also cause recurrent flooding." 
For further information contact: Chris Malan or go to: www.livingriverscouncil.org
DEFINITION OF A HEALTHY WATERSHED

A “living” river system functions properly when it conveys variable flows and stores water in the floodplain, balances sediment input with sediment transport, provides good quality fish and wildlife habitat, maintains good water quality and quantity and provides recreation and aesthetic values. A “living “river conveys equilibrium and harmony with all that it touches and resonates this through the human and natural environment.
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